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DIARY DATES

JUNE 2017
9th           Student Free Day
12th         Public Holiday
19th-23rd Year 11 & 12
                Mid Year Exams
26th         Yr10&Yr11     
       Meningococcal
       First Vaccine 
30th       Quiz Night- Cambodia 
       Trip Fundraiser

CAMP AUSTRALIA
OHSC ENQUIRIES
PH: 1300 105 343

 STUDENT ABSENCES
Please call by 9am on the 
morning of the absence stating:
• Student’s Name
• Home Care Group
• Reason for Absence

PH: 85212400 
Option 1 Reception-6  
Option 2 Middle/Senior School

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

 

Andrew Dickinson

How do you define happiness?
In society when we think about happiness we put a great deal of 
emphasis on external factors allowing this to happen, when in reality, 
if everything was known about your external world, we can only 
predict 10 percent of your long-term happiness. 90 percent of your 
long-term happiness is predicted not by the external world, but by the 
way your brain processes the world. 
If we change the way we think of happiness and success, we can 
change the way we affect reality. Research has found that only 25 
percent of job successes are predicted by I.Q.,75 percent of job 
successes are predicted by your optimism levels, your social support 
and your ability to see stress as a challenge instead of as a threat.
Most people, in business, schools and life in general follow a simple 
formula for success: If I work harder, I will be more successful and 
if I am more successful I will be happier. This underpins the way we 
bring up our children, the way we motivate in the work place and the 
way we push ourselves on to bigger and better things. The problem 
is, this thinking is seriously flawed.
Every time your brain has a success, you have just changed the 
goalpost of what success looked like. You got good grades, now you 
have to get better grades, you got a good job, now you have to get 
a better job, you hit your sales target, and we’re going to change it. 
If happiness is on the opposite side of success, your brain never gets 
there. We've pushed happiness over the horizon, as a society, and 
that's because we think we have to be successful to be happy.
Our brains work in the opposite order. If you can raise somebody's 
level of positivity in the present, then their brain experiences what we 
now call a happiness advantage, which is when the brain performs 
significantly better than at negative, neutral or stressed. Your 
intelligence rises, your creativity rises, your energy levels rise. In fact, 
research shows the educational outcomes and business outcomes 
all improve. Your brain at positive is 31% more productive than your 
brain at negative, neutral or stressed. You're 37% better at sales. 
Doctors are 19 percent faster, more accurate at coming up with 
the correct diagnosis when positive instead of negative, neutral or 
stressed.

TERM DATES
TERM 2  01/05/17- 07/07/17
TERM 3  24/07/17 - 29/09/17
TERM 4  16/10/17 - 15/12/17



PRINCIPALS REPORT cont...

This means we can reverse the formula. If we can find a way of becoming positive in the present, then 
our brains work even more successfully as we're able to work harder, faster and more intelligently. We 
need to be able to reverse this formula so we can start to see what our brains are actually capable of. 
In our brains there is a chemical called dopamine, this floods into your system when you're positive, 
and has two functions. Not only does it make you happier, it turns on all of the learning centres in your 
brain allowing you to adapt to the world in a different way.
There are ways that you can train your brain to be able to become more positive. In just a two-minute 
span of time done for 21 days in a row, the brain can be rewired, allowing the brain to actually work 
more optimistically and more successfully. One of these things that has been researched now in 
hundreds of schools and companies, is the gratitude journal, getting people to write down three new 
things that they're grateful for, for 21 days in a row, three new things each day. At the end of that, their 
brain starts to retain a pattern of scanning the world not for the negative, but for the positive first.
Journaling about one positive experience you've had over the past 24 hours allows your brain to relive 
it. Exercise teaches your brain that your behaviour matters. Meditation allows your brain to get over 
the chaotic world that we've been creating by trying to do multiple tasks at once and allows our brains 
to focus on the task at hand. Finally, random acts of kindness are conscious acts of kindness, taking 
the time to write praise or thanks to somebody in your support network.
By doing these activities and by training your brain just like we train our bodies, you can reverse the 
formula for happiness and success, and in doing so, not only create ripples of positivity, but enjoy an 
authentic happiness.

Andrew Dickinson - Principal

EXCITING NEWS  -  GDC UNIFORM SHOP

Following on from our school community survey in Term 4 last year, we are pleased to announce that we 
are now able to have uniform stock on site and families can purchase items on the following 
days/times which will make the uniform more readily available to our school community.

GDC uniform shop New opening hours  Wednesday & Friday 8.15 – 9.15 am and Thurs
day 2.00 – 3.00 pm
The new shop manager appointed by Hambours is Caren and she will be on site to assist you during the 
following times.
Alternatively you can purchase all items from Hambours Uniform Shop, Monday to Friday: 9am to 4.30pm  
2 Wilson Street, Royal Park   Phone 84472077 or online at Hambours.com.au and click on Gawler & 
District College logo (online orders attract a 5% discount).
The official opening of the school based uniform shop will be Wednesday 14th June. 
Hambours will be offering a number of specials to families and these along with the updated uniform policy 
and price list will be emailed to all families early next week.
If you have any queries please contact Hambours directly on 84472077 or alternatively you can leave a 
message with our reception.

Vicki McDonald
Business Manager



Dear Families/Carers,

The mornings have certainly been colder and so, we remind carers and parents that school opens 
at 8:30 when a teacher is on duty and students can access breakfast club. Children in the Blue 
building excitedly discovered frost on Wednesday morning in the playground and there were many 
opportunities for discussion, curiosity and exploration.

Reconciliation Week was an important part of our learning program since our last newsletter, with 
our students attending Apex Park, painting handprints at the entrance to the R-6 office, working on 
classroom projects and running an Assembly on Friday. As a school community focused on learning 
and understanding, I felt privileged to be part of such events. 

Our next assembly is on Friday 23rd. Parents and carers are always welcome to our Friday morning 
assemblies held on even weeks in the Activity room!

Wearing school uniform shows pride and belonging. We ask that all families make sure their children 
have correct school uniform for the cooler weather. Please make sure jackets have names clearly 
marked and if you need support with uniform please contact our school counsellor Ms Ebert on 
85222622.

Kind regards,

Sue Wirth - Junior School Principal

JUNIOR SCHOOL

MS. GENUA’S JUNIOR JAPANESE STUDENTS SHARING THEIR WORK

Middle School Students 
getting our goats ready for 

the Gawler Show.



MIDDLE SCHOOL
Last week we celebrated our first full Middle School Assembly for the year where we celebrated a 
number of academic and sporting achievements of our students.  We were treated to some wonderful 
musical items including the National Anthem and a haunting rendition of Imagine.  Congratulations to all 
musicians on their great performances.  Mr Hughes and Ms Kalatzis presented a number of certificates to 
some fantastic young athletes. We recognised the achievements of Caleb, Anastasia, Tavia and Robert 
as Individual Age group Champions on Sports Day. Cody , Jordan, Ashanti , Betty , Mike, Kane and 
Curtis were also awarded certificates for their placings at the All Schools Carnival held in April. Renee 
and Emma were recognised for their achievements in swimming.  Emma has also been selected in the 
SSSSA Swimming team which will compete in Adelaide in December – Well done, Emma!

During our assembly we also presented Student of the Month Certificates. It was pleasing to see so 
many students being nominated and some very worthy winners emerged.  Students of the Month for May 
were:

7A - Emma, 7B - Hana, 8B - Hayley, 8C - Anastasia, 8D - Sarah/Samantha, 8E - Ben, 8G Connor, 8H - 
Kirra, 8I - Teagan, MSC - Dylan,Theo, 9A - Claire, 9B - Beau, 9C - Bradley, 9D - Isabella, 9E - Jake, 9F 
- Chloe and 9G - Emma.

It was great to see all students recognising the achievements of their peers in such a positive manner.  
We will have another assembly later this term where more students from the Middle School will present 
on some of the activities that they have been involved in this year.

One area of concern within the Middle School is attendance.  Students need to ensure that they are at 
school every day to get the optimum benefit from their learning programs.  Absence from school can limit 
a student’s achievement of essential knowledge and skills that are required for participation in learning, 
work and inter-personal relationships.  Gawler and District College staff are eager to work with students 
and parents who are experiencing difficulties in this area.

 As part of our efforts to keep families better informed about their child’s attendance, we will be trialling 
a SMS alert system which will send a text message to parents if their child is not present and in class at 
9:30 am.  This will be trialled with Year 7 and 8 students only for a 2 week period starting from Monday 
19th June.  This is a new system for our school and we welcome feedback from parents of students in 
those year levels on the effectiveness of this system.  Feedback can be directed to Ms Liz Rankin either 
via phone or e-mail.

Liz Rankin - Middle School Head

aCHIEvEMENT aWaRDS



MIDDLE SCHOOL
YEAR 8/9 BOYS 5-A-SIDE SOCCER

A team of 8/9 Boys recently participated 
in a Northern Zone Soccer Carnival. They 
played in several games and although they 
didn’t win, they all enjoyed themselves 
and their behaviour was exceptional. The 
whole team has improved their skill level 
as well as their understanding of the game. 
A HUGE Thank You to Tyler and Jake for 
assisting with the referreeing througout the 
carnival.

CANCER COUNCIL MORNING TEA 
A BIG congratulations to the Home Economics students who prepared and hosted this year’s Biggest 
Morning Tea. There was a great selection of hot and cold foods, fruit, cakes and slices for all the staff 
to enjoy for a small fee. Our fundraising efforts raised $ 520.80 for the Cancer Council.

Thank You to everyone who helped make this event a success!                           

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!



  SENIOR SCHOOL
Senior English and Drama Excursion

On Wednesday 23rd of May, Ms. Hallworth’s Stage 1&2 English classes and Mrs Peters’ Stage 1 Drama 
class attended the performance, ‘1984’ at Her Majesty’s Theatre. The play is based on the novel written 
by George Orwell. 1984 is set in the same year as its name, in a world called Oceania. Oceania is a place 
where the Inner Party watches its citizens’ actions and scrutinizes their thoughts.
 The protagonist, Winston defies a ban on individuality and fights to remain a free thinker at all costs. The 
students thoroughly enjoyed the performance and were impressed by the set and special effects.  They will 
now complete an assessment task based on the performance.
 Sarah Hallworth 
Year 12 Coordinator 

1984

Please support our upcoming 
Quiz Night.

All proceeds go towards our Camodia trip 
later this year.

Get a group together, come along and 
enjoy a good night!



STAGE 1 & 2 MID YEAR EXAMS



SCHOOL COMMUNITY
The Last 5% 

Welcome back to Term 2. Now that we have had a couple of weeks of settling in we are getting back 
into the rhythm of school.  I personally have been a little less even tempered, a little more stressed 
and more exhausted.

A book written by Wayne Cordeiro has a very interesting thought. The writer suggested that…. 

“About 80% of all you do, anyone can do! For example, going to work, attending meetings, checking e-mail, 
answering phones, going to soccer games and lunches etc. Additionally, about 15% of all you do someone, 
with some measure of training could do in your place. Whether it’s selling a product, running a program, 
teaching a class, or fixing a problem, there is education and training available for someone else to do what 
you do. But, at least 5% of what you do; only you can do. No one else can do it for you. Only I can be the 
best spouse or partner, only I can be the best parent to your children, only I can keep my body healthy, I 
alone am responsible for these sorts of things.“ (The Divine Mentor, Wayne Cordeiro) 

I guess many times I have blamed other things for that which only I choose not to achieve, it was 
someone else’s fault, my metabolism does not work (well not fast enough for chocolate cake every 
day!) and things going wrong make me grumpy. 

I think that from today, my special 5% will have a bit more of a focus, and that I will choose to be 
happier when things seem out of control and the people I hold very special will know just how special 
they are, Everyday. ……….Just a thought!

Ailsa Roberts



SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Our School Community has been alerted to a possible 
hazard which involves Cords, Drawstrings and 
Toggles on Hats and Windcheater style jackets.

It is recommended that all cords are removed to avoid 
entrapment in small gaps that may be found in play 
equipment that could cause injury or lacerations to the 
throat and damage to the vocal chords.

Please inspect your child(ren’s) hats and clothing and 
remove and drawstrings, cords or toggles.

GDC aCHIEvEMENT aWaRDS

  RORy’S CaNTEEN WINTER MENU UPDaTE

Ole! To keep away the winter chills, Rory’s School Lunches will be releasing the new Winter Specials Hot Food         
Menu in schools. This menu includes a delicious range of Mexican tasty treats including chicken enchiladas, tacos 

and chipotle flame grilled burgers. Stay tuned!

Gawler & District College Canteen Menu

  Online Canteen Orders

  To save time and looking for the correct change order your lunches on Qkr

  Rory’s School Lunches provides an online canteen ordering system for the convenience of schools, parents and        

  students

  Our school is registered for online ordering:

  • orders can be placed in advance, any time, until 9:15am on the day the lunch is required.

  • students don’t need to bring cash to school to pay for their lunch order.

  • parents can also discuss food choices with their children, which is particularly helpful for younger students.

Parents How to Guide



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

If you have updated any of the following:

•  Email Address

• Phone Number(s)

• Address

• Emergency Contacts

Please contact the school for a “Change 
of Information” form to ensure we have 
your correct details. The phone number 
is 85 212 400 or you may email us on 

 dl.0774_info@schools.sa.edu.au

HOST A STUDY TOUR STUDENT….. 

Gawler & District College B-12 have a Study Tour group coming 
from Hachioji Junior High School, Japan in Term 3. They arrive 
Wednesday July 26th and depart on Friday August 4th. 

During this time the students will participate in English language 
lessons, local classes and go on tourism excursions. I am looking 
for families of the college to host students. 

8 homes are needed plus a couple of families who are able to be 
emergencies if required. We are only able to place 1 student per 
home. 

If you are interested in hosting a student please call: 

Emma Rogers on 0439 590 382.

SCHOOL FEES 2017
The 2017 school fees are now OVERDUE

•	 Statements have gone home this week

•	 Please lodge a School Card Application if you 
believe that you are eligible

•	 Please pay your fees in full if they remain 
unpaid

•	 ‘Instalment Agreements’ are available from 
the Finance Office

The school will commence its debt collection process 
for all outstanding fees.  Please make arrangements 
now. Families on ‘instalment agreements’ who are 
continuing to make payments will be excluded in our 
debt collection process.

Please direct any enquires to Finance, Tanya Mat-
thews or Helen Redford, on 8521 2404.



Year 12 Recital Night

On Tuesday night of week 4 this term, Year 12 students performed their first assessment solos to 
friends and family. 

The soloists performed to approximately 50 guests including a number of supportive teachers from 
Gawler and District College B-12.

Liam and Shelli were the MCs for the evening and introduced each block of performers. They did a 
wonderful job at being spectacular hosts. 

The night opened with Saphron confidently singing two songs, which really set the night into 
motion. As there were more vocalists than any other instruments, we made sure to blend them in 
with other instrumental items. Brihanna played two pieces on the acoustic guitar followed by Taylah 
singing. The next block of performers included Brittany singing, Marc playing trumpet and Liam 
blowing people away with his drum solo. The last group of performers before the interval were two 
singers, Ben and Shelli. 

The interval was a great way for our guests to speak to our performers, have a relaxing coffee or 
tea and talk about the quality of the show so far. 

After the interval, we started with Liam on drums again to keep the energy up, Taylah sang two 
more songs and Marc played trumpet once again. The next block included Ella singing, Corey  
playing bass guitar and Jamie singing two songs.

To finish off our performance we had Shelli singing her last two songs and Tom spectacularly 
finishing the show on electric guitar. Even though the guests were beginning to get tired after a 2 ½ 
hour show, we had an amazing reaction to Tom’s awesome performance, which finished the show 
with a bang. 

Overall the event was a huge success. We had a lot of positive feedback from the guests on the 
night. Huge thanks go out to Mr Mollart who played piano on the night to accompany most of our 
performers and to Mrs Walker who ran the sound desk. 

I had a lot of fun and a bit of stress organising this event for our year 12s as this was part of my 
individual study for my assessment in music. I am proud to say that the night ran much more 
smoothly than I thought it would have and I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped 
me achieve this.

Jasmin - Yr 12 student

 SCHOOL COMMUNITY


